[pH and buffer capacity of cerebrospinal fluid after spinal anesthesia].
In 20 patients, undergoing total hip or knee replacement, we studied pH and metabolic changes in the C.S.F. following spinal anaesthesia with two different mixtures of bupivacaine 0.5% and mepivacaine 4% hyperbaric. Our study was made with special regard to the early changes; therefore C.S.F. specimens were obtained at 1, 3, 5, 10, 20, 30, 60 and 90 min intervals and analyses of pH, pCO2, HCO3 and BE estimations were carried out immediately after each obtained sample. Our results showed a marked tendency towards acidosis and therefore do not comply with previous studies. The advantage of this fact is an improved stability of bupivacaine in C.S.F.